
  
Update   from   the   Superintendent   

  
To: Parents   and   Guardians   

From:   Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent   

Date:   December   6,   2020   

  
Someone   once   said   “kindness   is   a   gift   everyone   can   afford   to   give”   and   now,   more   than   ever,   
acts   of   kindness   can   make   a   HUGE   difference   in   our   world.   

It’s   no   secret   that   2020   has   been   challenging   for   all   of   us   and   it’s   easy   to   get   bogged   down   in   
what   we   don’t   have,   what   we   can’t   do   and   what   we’ve   lost   as   a   result   of   this   pandemic.   One   tiny   
act   of   kindness,   however,   can   change   our   outlook   and   can   enable   even   the   most   downtrodden   
to   feel   hope   once   more.   

I   know   this   to   be   true   personally   and   have   a   great   example   that   I’d   like   to   share.   Many   years   ago   
(many,   many   more   years   than   I’d   like   to   admit   sometimes)   when   I   was   16   years   old,   my   mother   
became   ill   and   had   to   be   admitted   to   the   hospital.   As   a   single   mom,   raising   three   boys,   her   
hospitalization   meant   multiple   hardships   for   our   family   and   on   top   of   all   of   those,   our   only   vehicle   
broke   down.   My   mom   had   no   idea   how   she   could   solve   this   problem   but   a   very   kind   coworker   of   
hers   came   to   our   rescue   and   literally   loaned   us   a   vehicle   to   use.   

I   will   never,   ever   forget   the   feeling   I   had   when   I   found   out   that   this   person   (who   wasn’t   a   family   
member   or   even   particularly   close   family   friend)   was   willing   to   be   so   generous.   It   was   a   true   act   
of   kindness,   with   nothing   expected   in   return,   and   it   was   a   lifesaver   for   my   family.   

These   days,   we   almost   all   encounter   friends,   coworkers,   neighbors   or   even   strangers   who   could   
benefit   from   an   act   of   kindness   …   however   great   or   small.   Kindness   will   always   come   back   to   us   
and   is   always   noticed,   even   if   we   don’t   post   about   it   on   social   media   LOL.   

Something   you   might   see   in   the   next   few   weeks   on   social   media,   however,   is   news   about   the   
annual   “Random   Acts   of   Kindness”   by   the   Live   Like   Drew   Foundation.   Drew   MacLean,   for   whom   
the   foundation   was   named,   was   my   son-in-law   and   he   truly   lived   his   life   performing   random   acts   
of   kindness   for   those   around   him.   Drew   passed   away   after   a   car   accident   in   2012   but   his   wife   
(my   daughter   Allison)   and   family   started   this   foundation   in   his   honor   with   the   idea   of   
encouraging   everyday   people   to   perform   random   acts   of   kindness   in   his   memory.   While   the   
foundation’s   efforts   continue   throughout   the   year   with   scholarships   and   other   fundraisers,   they   
intently   focus   their   efforts   on   December   20 th    which   is   Drew’s   birthday.   

Those   who   follow   the   foundation   enjoy   “paying   it   forward”   and   buying   meals   or   coffees   for   those   
behind   them   in   line,   but   one   of   their   favorite   ways   to   perform   an   act   of   kindness   is   to   gather   a   



small   group   of   friends   to   dine   out   at   a   local   restaurant   and   pool   their   resources   to   bless   the   wait   
staff   with   a   MUCH   larger   than   usual   tip.   The   stories   they   tell   of   these   unexpected   gifts   literally   
changing   lives   would   bring   tears   to   your   eyes.   

I’m   sure   all   of   you   know   someone   like   Drew,   someone   who   inspires   you   to   be   a   better   person   
every   day   and   to   be   kind   to   those   around   you.   As   we   enter   the   holiday   season,   I   invite   all   of   you   
to   think   about   your   “Drew”,   to   remember   your   “why”   and   to   make   a   concerted   effort   to   be   as   kind   
as   possible   to   those   you   meet   each   day.   To   go   a   step   further,   I’ll   even   suggest   that   we   all   could   
develop   just   a   little   more   patience,   a   little   more   understanding   and   a   little   more   appreciation   for   
those   around   us.   If   we   all   tried   “living   like   Drew”,   this   holiday   season   could   be   more   joyful   for   
everyone.   

There   are   many   ways   to   share   acts   of   kindness   by   making   donations   of   material   goods   or   
money   during   the   holidays,   but   it   really   doesn’t   cost   anything   to   hold   a   door   open,   smile   at   a   
stranger,   say   “good   morning”   to   a   cashier   or   ask   a   colleague   how   he/she   is   doing.    

Charles   Dickens   once   wrote,   “No   one   is   useless   in   this   world   who   lightens   the   burden   of   it   to   
anyone   else.”   As   we   go   forth   this   week,   and   beyond,   imagine   how   we   could   collectively   change   
our   community   for   the   better   if   we   simply   tried   to   lighten   the   burden   of   someone   else   each   and   
every   day?   

Thank   you   for   all   that   you   continue   to   do   to   support   our   students,   our   hard-working   teachers   and   
the   administrators   and   support   staff   who   work   so   diligently   for   our   children.   We   are   blessed   
beyond   measure   by   your   continued   encouragement,   support   and   compassion   for   those   less   
fortunate   in   our   community   and   we   appreciate   each   and   every   one   of   you.   

Stay   safe   and   God   Bless!   

  
  


